LEGAL
TRAINING



Why Legal
Training Matters

As international efforts to address climate
change grow more intricate, so too do the
instruments and procedures that underpin
climate negotiations especially those
carried out under the United Nations
Framework  Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC). These processes
involve complex legal texts, decisions with
varying degrees of commitment, and an
array of institutions and rules that
collectively shape progress.

Who is This Course For?

Legal Response
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Yet, many negotiators and stakeholders
are not formally trained in law or the legal
dimensions of the process. This can leave
critical gaps in understanding,
presentation, and advocacy potentially
weakening  negotiating  positions  or
missing  opportunities to  influence
outcomes. This course aims to demystify
key legal aspects of the climate
negotiations, empowering all participants
(not just lawyers) to engage confidently
and effectively.
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*No prior legal experience is needed. The material is designed to be understandable, practical, and

immediately relevant to real negotiation scenarios.



Course Structure
Module Options

Option 1: Essential Legal

Training

Option 2: Comprehensive Legal
Training (Four Modules)

This focused session covers the core
practical legal aspects negotiators and their
advisers need.

Tools for finding and
understanding official texts

The significance of legal language on
commitments (e.qg., the difference
between “shall” and “should”)

How legal frameworks underpin
the UNFCCC regime: treaties,
decisions, mandates

Single Module

Rules, procedures, and
document types; how outcomes
are shaped in practice

Brief hands-on practice in
identifying and analysing key legal
phrases in real COP decisions

A deeper, more interactive series (adaptable
from a half day to multiday workshops or
webinar series), suitable for those who need
hands on skills or greater depth

Module 1: Legal Foundations: climate
change treaties and other relevant
instruments of international climate
law, legal terminology and why the
law matters.

Module 2: Governance and
Processes: UNFCCC bodies,
mandates, agenda setting, rules of
procedure, compliance, outcomes of
the negotiations.

Module 3: Practical Skills: Finding and
handling documents, drafting
interventions, reviewing and
analysing text, understanding
negotiation strategies. We use real
decisions and texts as examples,
offer guided exploration of the official
UNFCCC website and public
resources, and engage in
collaborative practical exercises.

Module 4: Beyond international
negotiations: domestic climate law
and policy; NDC cycle and the NDC
features; climate litigation and the
International Courts Advisory
Opinions on climate change.



Delivery

Both options are available in person,
online, or as tailored webinars

What You'll Learn

Legal Foundations & Frameworks
grasping the architecture,

terminology, and processes.

Core Instruments
understanding treaties, COP
decisions, and institutional
mandates.

Navigating the UNFCCC
finding and interpreting official
agendas and documents.

Training can be adapted and tailored to

different regions, languages (English,

Spanish and French), and levels of prior

experience

Binding vs. Nonbinding
distinguishing legal force across
negotiation outcomes.

Text Crafting & Drafting
analyzing and negotiation text with
precise language.

Rules of Procedure
knowing meeting structure, authority,
and consensus-building.

Linking Law & Practice
exploring connections to
international/national laws and
compliance.

Benefits and Takeaways

This training builds confidence to participate
in climate negotiations, improves skills in
analyzing and drafting negotiation texts, and
deepens understanding of the UNFCCC
process. Participants gain access to useful
resources and networking opportunities with
peers worldwide.

Approach and Inclusivity

The course is inclusive and accessible,
using clear language and practical tools for
all backgrounds. Materials are available in
multiple languages, and sessions encourage
active  participation. Customization s
possible for specific groups such as NGOs,
youth, or private sector participants.



